
 

ADVISORY BOARD 
 

CHAIRPERSON 

 
Barbara Smith., M.D. 

Olive Branch, MS 
 
 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

 
Rachel Santa 

Saunderstown, RI 

 
Sue Taylor 

Los Angeles, CA 
 
 

Peggy Linton 
Olive Branch, MS 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
Lillian Morris 

Hernando, MS 
 
 

Inside This Issue: 

 

 Message from the 

Executive Director 

 News from         

The Box Project 

 News from      

Sponsors 

 Help us Make a 

Difference 

 Thanks to the Staff 

& former Board 

Members 

 Feature in the Spirit 

of Service 

 Notes from the    

Office 

©2009 Copyright The Box Project , Inc.  Reproduction or use without permission is prohibited.  The Box Project is a registered trademark of The Box Project. 

Volume 8, Issue 1   Fall, 2009 

 NEWS BOX 

Mailing Address:  315 Losher St.,  Suite 100, Hernando, MS 38632  Phone: 1 -800-268-9928  www.boxproject.org 

 
NEWS BOX 

BOARD MESSAGE 

November 1, 2009 
 
Dear Members & Friends: 

On behalf of The Box Project board of directors, I am excited to share 
our latest terrific news:  we have recently merged with the Community 
Foundation of Northwest Mississippi (CFNM).   

Early this year, The Box Project board began exploring potential part-
nerships that would ensure the long-term sustainability of our mission and programs 
while allowing us to achieve the economies of scale and synergies of working with a like
-minded organization with a similar mission. Another key goal was for us to move our 
offices closer to the recipient families that we serve.   

CFNM met all of our criteria and exceeded our expectations.  They are a well respected 
and established nonprofit located right in Mississippi ςwhere over 80% of The Box Pro-
ject recipient families currently live.  They service eight counties in Mississippi, 
(Coahoma, DeSoto, Marshall, Panola, Quitman, Tallahatchie, Tate and Tunica) and their 
commitment to education, health and young people is in alignment with The Box Pro-
ject mission statement. This merger gives us the unique opportunity to bring our corpo-
rate offices close to many of the people and communities that we serve and potentially 
offer additional CFNM services to our members.   

CFNM is financially stable and has a unique commitment from the Maddox Foundation, 
which matches endowed funds dollar for dollar-- essentially doubling the value of those 
donations, and thus stretching the reach of what those dollars can accomplish.  You can 
read more about CFNM at www.cfnm.org.  

We believe that this merger will increase the financial vitality of both organizations and 
will allow our missions and services to complement each other as they continue to 
evolve and grow.  The Box Project is now a CFNM program, but we will continue to sup-
port each of our existing services areas (including Mississippi, Maine, Appalachia, South 
Dakota and Florida) in our mission of assisting families in poverty in rural America.  Our 
new contact information is: 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ άŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴǊƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅέΦ   

Sincerely, 

Rachel E. Santa 

Rachel E. Santa 
Advisory Board 

http://www.cfnm.org
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORõS MESSAGE 

  
Dear Members & Friends, 

The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi takes great pride in the merger of 
The Box Project with our organization.  Originally The Box Project was named The Mis-
sissippi Box Project, and in 1969, the organization simplified the name to its current ti-
tle, The Box Project. We are elated to have The Box Project return to its roots in Missis-
sippi.  The relationship that was developed between Virginia Naeve and Coretta Scott 
King continues to connect people living in rural and urban America with sponsors from 
across the nation.  The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi seeks to con-
tinue sowing the seeds and deepening the roots cultivated by all who have been a part 

of The Box Project.  

The mission of The Box Project is to encourage and enrich the lives of families and individuals living in pov-
erty in rural America by establishing meaningful relationships, promoting education, and offering material 
aid.  The mission of the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi which is located in the Missis-
ǎƛǇǇƛ 5ŜƭǘŀΣ ƛǎ άŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦέ  .ƻǘƘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
challenges experienced by the people in the rural sectors of the United States.  The merger of The Box 
Project and Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi  will continue to grow and impact the lives of 
families in poverty.  

The Community Foundation and I look forward to continuing the work of the initiatives of The Box Project.  
¢ƘŜ .ƻȄ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
the support of our efforts. 

Please contact us at: 

 The Box Project 
c/o Community Foundation of 
        Northwest Mississippi 
315 Losher Street 
Hernando, MS 38632 
1-800-268-9928 
info@boxproject.org  

 

 Best regards, 

Lillian Morris 

Lillian Morris, 
Executive Director 



 

Help Us to Continue  

Making a Difference 
 

As we seek funding through grant initia-
tives, please send copies of correspon-
dence from your recipients for data us-
age. It will help us tell The Box Project 
story better. 
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Sponsor Letter 
 

Dear Susan, I read your letter with a heavy heart. I was sponsor to four families 
through the years. They  gave me far more than I gave them, with their love and 
ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ L ƴƻǿ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ L ƻƴŎŜ 
did. However, I will be sending you a monthly gift, with a prayer, that others will 
respond.  I live in a affluent area where job loss is not a problem, as yet. I have 
tried starting support groups to reach out to those who are not as fortunate. So 
ŦŀǊ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŜǊŜΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
done and are doing in these difficult times. 

Sincerely, 

Dolly Simmons 

Thank You  

to former staff & board members  
 

No words could express the gratitude or appreciation for the 
work of the staff and board member of The Box Project.  The 
work done by these individuals cannot be measured.  We appre-
ciate your efforts and tenacity! Our continued partnership will 
help the families that face poverty in rural America. Together we 
can make a difference. 

 

-The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 

 

 

The Box Project Featured 
 

 The Box Project was recently featured as the Week Six Sunday reading in the Spirit 
of Service: Your Daily Stimulus for Making a Difference from HarperOne Publishing .  The 
ǘŜȄǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƻȄ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴπ
ued goal is to help people of rural America.  We are excited about the feature.  You may 
visit www.spiritofservice365.com to receive more information on the publication. 
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NEWS FROM THE BOX PROJECT 

Dear The Box Project Member, 

We are excited to announce the new changes at The Box Project!  The Box Project has recently merged with the 
Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi.  Our merger will help us to continue operations during this 
challenging economy.  Lillian Morris will be the contact person for The Box Project at CFNM. The new contact in-
formation for The Box Project: 

Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi 

c/o The Box Project 

315 Losher St. 

Suite 100 

Hernando, MS 38632 

1-800-268-9928 

info@boxproject.org  

Sincerely, 

Lillian Morris 

Executive Director  

The Box Project 

Please put in your Next Box to your Recipient 

 

Heating Safety Tips 
 

Heating equipment is a leading cause of home fire deaths. Almost half of home heating equipment fires are reported 

during the months of December, January, and February. Some simple steps can prevent most heating-related fires 

from happening.  

 Keep anything that can burn at least three feet away from heating equipment, such as the furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or 

portable heater. 

 Never use your oven for heating. 

 Maintain heating equipment and chimneys by having them cleaned and inspected annually by a qualified professional. 

 Turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed. 

 For fuel burning space heaters, always use the proper fuel as specified by the manufacturer. 

 Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to prevent sparks from flying into the room and burn only dry, seasoned wood. 

Allow ashes to cool before disposing in a tightly covered metal container, which is kept at least 10 feet away from the home and 

any other nearby buildings. Douse and saturate with water. 

 For wood burning stoves, install chimney connectors and chimneys following manufacturerõs instructions or have a profes-

sional do the installation. 

 Make sure all fuel-burning equipment is vented to the outside to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. 

 Install and maintain carbon monoxide (CO) alarms to avoid the risk of CO poisoning. 

 If you smell gas in your gas heater, do not attempt to light the appliance. Turn off all the controls and open doors and win-

dows. Call a gas service person. 

 Test smoke alarms and CO alarms at least monthly.                   -Source: National Fire Protection Association 
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Preventing the Flu: Good Health Habits Can Help Stop Germs 

Fact Sheet 
 

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like cov-
ering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory 
illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the flu. 

1. Avoid close contact. 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When 
you are sick, keep your distance from others to pro-
tect them from getting sick too. 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 
If possible, stay home from work, school, and er-
rands when you are sick. You will help prevent oth-
ers from catching your illness. 

3.Cover your mouth and nose. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when 
coughing or sneezing. It may prevent those around 
you from getting sick. 

4.Clean your hands. 
Washing your hands often will help protect you 
from germs. 

5.Avoid touching your eyes, nose or 
mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and then 
touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth. 

6.Practice other good health habits. 
Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 
 
Resources from  CDC http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits.htm 
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Notes from the Officeé 

 The Holiday Match Sponsorship is available. There are more than 200 deserv-
ing families on our waiting list to receive sponsors. You can sponsor a family for the 
Holiday Match. Just send $50, and we will match you with a family for the upcom-
ing holidays. We will send you all the information on the family that you need to 
brighten their Holidays! Families that are currently on our waiting list will be the re-
cipient families for our Holiday Match. Please contact our office if you are inter-
ested in sponsoring a family. 

 Please note our new mailing address is:  The Box Project, 315 Losher St., Suite 
100, Hernando, MS 38632.  Our telephone number is now 662-449-5002.  Our fax 
number is 662-449-5006.  Or continue calling 1-800-268-9928. The email address 
remained the same at info@boxproject.org.  

 

 The Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippiôs current initiatives include: 
 WatchKnow.org, provides short videos explaining every topic taught to school kids. 

 GetALife.org, our efforts to eradicate childhood obesity in the state of Mississippi. 

 VolunteerNWMS.org, engage the community in volunteering opportunities. 
 

We wish you & your family Happy Holidays!  


